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For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer

counting people's sins against them. This is the wonderful
message he has given us to tell others. 2 Corinthians 519
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THE IRONY OF CHRISTIAN MATURITY

By GORDON BALS

Isn’t it ironic that we can end up
landing in places that we did not think
we were trying to find? Decades ago
when | began to follow the Lord more
closely, there was a verse that became
important to me: “He has told you, O
man, what is good; And what does the
LORD require of you But to do justice,
to love kindness, And to walk humbly
with your God?” (Micah 6:8) | remem-
ber pondering over that verse and pray-
ing that the Lord would help me to grow
into a maturity that would reflect its
meaning. However, | had no idea that
the image of what | was praying for was
very immature. | thought ‘walking hum-
bly’ meant sustaining minute by minute
communion with the Lord so that He
would always seem close and the world

painfully clear — this journey is not about
me. | am a better man than | was twenty
years ago, but that change has been
slower than my apprehension of how
much | fall short. Instead of being closer
to the Lord because | am better man, | am
closer because | appreciate Him more. |
have come to a deeper understanding of
just how much Christ died for. 1 walk
humbly with him because | see how good
He is and how much | need Him. Ironi-
cally, walking humbly is defined by in-
creased need, not a smoother life.

In similar ways, to ‘love kind-
ness’ is unlike what I pictured. Decades
ago | was prouder, angrier, and more self-
righteous. Christ's kindness has helped
to soften my heart. However, as my heart

kindness. I love kindness because at
the end of the day, | have found noth-
ing to be more beautiful, and more
necessary, in a world that is so alien to
the ways of God.

I thought maturity meant |
would have all | needed for every cir-
cumstance — that | would be more
independent. | did not think it meant
I would be more interdependent —
more reliant on the Lord’s ability to
show up in ways He deemed suitable.
Initially, I thought ‘doing justice’
would mean getting to the point
where | always knew what to do.
Now, it means | often move into a
situation where | am not sure how
things will turn out, but I give myself
in faithfulness with only a vague

would not seem overwhelm-
ing. To ‘love kindness’ meant do
that | would be lifted above

any negative ‘worldly’ passions
and be free from emotions like heca
anguish or jealousy. | thought

sense that | am doing justice.
Most often, | see the value of my
actions in hindsight, and I never
do them perfectly. | have found
YU that to do justice, we cannot
expect Jesus to hold our hand

Christianity would take me
away from difficult feelings. ‘Doing jus-
tice’ meant | would always differentiate
between right and wrong and do only
the right things without any discernable
conflict. As | was praying to exemplify
that passage, words like humility, kind-
ness and justice, were virtues | wanted
to capture and dispense at my whim so
that my life went well. | was praying to
‘gain’ my life, not lose it.

It is amazing to see where |
have ended up. Over the past year, one
of the passages that | have been contem-
plating is Romans 3:20, “For no one can
ever be made right in God's sight by do-
ing what his law commands. For the
more we know God's law, the clearer it
becomes that we aren’t obeying it.”
Now that I have spent over two decades
getting to know the Lord and His ways
more intimately, one truth has become

has softened, | have more passion in gen-
eral; whether that is joy, anguish, jeal-
ousy, or hope. What confuses me, is that
I don't always feel kind. Christianity has
ushered me into reality and that is very
different than always feeling kind.

So, twenty years later, | do not
love kindness because | am full of it, or
practice it all the time. | love kindness
now, because | have consistently tasted it
from God. Yet, in this world, kindness is
foreign. I love kindness like a man ina
desert would love water. | love it—1long
for it — | see its beauty not because | have
it, but because it often seems absent.
Recently, | was doing a marriage talk and
| said, “Dawn and | are at the point in our
marriage where there has been enough

hurt to go around, that we just want to be

kind to each other.” We want to touch
each other and those in our lives with

like a baby in the faith. Instead, we
must view Him as an older parent, at
home, enjoying the fruit of His sacri-
fice by watching his children ‘test’
their faith into maturity. Instead of
maturity meaning that | would ‘do
justice’ from a place of superiority, |
have found | am ‘doing justice’ from a
place of meekness.

Doing justice is a reflection of
maturity, because it takes the aware-
ness and discernment of an adult that
can only grow as we move outside a
focus on ourselves. A child in the faith
is more self-absorbed, because he is
soaking in the protection and nurtur-
ing of his Father. The Father does not
ask him to wander out into the world
as much. | remember distinctly when
| felt the Lord pushing me towards
maturity years ago. Metaphorically, it
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felt like I was going away to college. |
was scared and nervous. | wanted to go
back to the safety of home. | moved
away from a heavy dependence on the
Christian activity that marked my faith
in the beginning, (studies, prayer meet-
ings, reading books, etc) and began to
live life, and taste Jesus, through the
way | was involving myself with
others. It seemed like the Lord
was saying, “Go live life. Stop
hiding behind scripture memori-
zation and quiet time. Perhaps as
you meaningfully engage with
others, and give yourself away,
you will want to talk to Me be-
cause you will need to, and all
those verses you have memorized will
actually begin to mean something!”

Along the path towards ma-
turity, | had to keep realizing that there
was no going back to the comfort and
clarity of immaturity. The seemingly
safe start to my Christian life was for
the purpose of forming me into a per-
son who gives their life away. Christian
maturity takes trust and bravery. It involves
moving out into messy or hard situations, so
that we need more of God, and have to give
from a place of humility. So often, Chris-

tians use their faith as a way to hide, or
protect themselves from complexity and
pain, instead of letting their faith move
them through it. Living by faith will of-
ten sting or bring confusion, and often
times foster what seems to be a discon-

nection from God.

I realize now that those who
stay in the ‘newborn’ stage of faith main-
tain a heightened focus on comfort or
‘blessing’, which only fosters a self-
absorption, or pride. Often, in this pos-
ture, struggles are blamed on a lack of
knowledge or sin patterns, instead of
God-ordained obstacles to help us to
deepen trust and gain wisdom. On the
other hand, consistently moving out into
this world and making meaningful con-
tact with its brokenness, while ruminat-
ing through God'’s Word, brings pro-
gressive growth (‘knowledge puffs up

and love edifies’ 1 Cor. 8:1). | gave up
what seemed like a ‘close’ relationship
with the Lord to become more engaged
with the world, to face harder questions,
and to hurt more with others. Asare-
sult, | experienced much more growth,
than when the vast majority of my focus
- vas on learning more, so | was
confldent enough to take

? Christian matu rity takes trust and bravery. . chances.

It involves moving out into messy or hard  $
situations, so that we need more of God, and ¢
have to give from a place of humility.

Growing into maturity involves
facing the irony of it all. Maturity
0 often involves seeing more sin
[ (walking humbly), feeling more
] pain (loving, longing for kind-

X X X X XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXIness), and caring for othersina

way that God seems more distant (doing
justice). Asgrown ups we need to taste the
kindness of God more freely, in order to buffer
the glaring reminders of sin. We need to be
captivated more by hope, so that the pain of a
fallen world touches us, but does not own us, and
to grow a deeper trust, so we are free to seek
justice inworld that will never feel like home.
Ironic isn't it? But rest assured God has
said that without faith it is impossible to
please Him, (Hebrews 11:6) and |

have discovered He wasn't kidding. i
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DEWAYNE WOOD joined the Daymark team in July. He and his wife, Cheryl, moved back to
Birmingham after being in Orlando for two years while Dewayne completed his Masters in Biblical Counsel-
ing. Dewayne grew up in Texas, where he received his B.A. from East Texas Baptist University in 1994,
double majoring in Christian Ministries & Psychology . After working in the corporate world for six years, he
entered seminary at Beeson Divinity School here in Birmingham. He then served a one year internship with
Red Mountain Church, PCA, and was employed as a hospice chaplain before moving to Orlando to finish his

A Master’s degree. Along with individual counseling, Dewayne offers experience in premarital assessment and

therapy, marltal therapy grief counseling, and group counseling. His professional interests lie in working with young adults,
couples, and parents; dealing with issues related to fear and anxiety, identity formation, marital and relationship issues, and loss.
Dewayne has experienced a great start with Daymark as God has brought new clients and is beginning to raise support.
Dewayne and Cheryl are members of Red Mountain Church, and just bought a house in Southside. If you would like to support
Dewayne and his ministry with Daymark, please let us know.

SHARLA ROSE also joined us in July. Through the outstanding success of our fundraiser, Daymark
changed its office assistant position to an office manager position, and we were able to hire Sharla, who many
| | of you know from her involvement at Oak Mountain Presbyterian, PCA. Many of the changes we have ex-

||| perienced, or are in the midst of, (a new newsletter layout, updating the website, finding new office space),
| have been a result of Sharla’s presence. We are grateful to have her on board, and look forward to the shape
she will add to our ministry.
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We did not anticipate Dewayne's
counseling load to grow so
quickly, and we outgrew our of-
fice space in a manner of two
months. We had planned to be in

anticipation of future growth, we
are praying about acquiring some
adjoining offices to have a confer-
ence room for group counseling.

Please pray with us for wisdom in
this area.

web sites we like, audio samples
of our teaching, and a place to
order CDs of seminars & talks we
have done. The official launch
date is March 1, 2007!

our present office until at least the

A NOTE FROM THE DAYMARK BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As we move into the New
Year, we want to pause and express both
our gratefulness, and our wonder, over
the year that just passed. 2006 was a big
year for Daymark. We planned and car-
ried out a fundraiser. The first-ever
‘Picnic and Prayer Walk’ went way be-
yond our expectations. As a result, we
were able to move ahead and hire a new
counselor, modify our office support
position to an office manager position,
buy new office equipment and furniture,
move into a larger office, and re-do our
website. We are grateful to each of you
who were a big part of our transforma-
tion through your work on the fund-
raiser, through your financial support,
and through your prayers. Thank you!

One aspect of our change con-
tributed to some unexpected costs, which
came with our move to a larger office
space. Although we planned on making
the move eventually, we had to do it
about 10 months ahead of time, because
Dewayne’s counseling load picked up
sooner than anticipated. This means we
moved before our old lease expired. We
only had to pay double rent one month
because, thankfully, our old space was
sublet. In addition to double rent, the
cost of rent each month will be more than
we originally budgeted. Although

Dewayne’s increase in counseling helps cover
some of the new expenses, it will take him
longer to build a donor base of financial sup-
port to cover the increase. We thought he
was going to have more time to do this. All
together, the unforeseen expense will be
about $3,500. If you would like to help with
that, you can simply send a financial gift, and
note that it is for our moving expenses.

Adding Dewayne to our staff means
we will need to communicate our financial
needs a little differently, because now there
are two salaried employees of Daymark. Julie
is paid more as a contract employee, because
she works part time and does not receive
health benefits through the ministry. Thus,
she is not responsible to raise funds. As close
as possible, the board has set Gordon &
Dewayne’s salaries as if each person who is
counseling with them is paying the going rate
for counseling in Birmingham. Since each
person is not paying the going rate, Gordon
and Dewayne are responsible to raise the
difference between what they receive from
counseling contributions, and what is needed
to pay their salaries. They each have a
monthly figure of support donations to aim
for in order to support their salaries. This is
their monthly goal. Their monthly amount
of committed support is an average of all
those who have committed to give on their
behalf; whether that be monthly, quarterly

and/or annually. In the past (since Gordon
was the only salaried employee) we commu-
nicated our need based on what was needed
to meet the budget. Now, when either
Gordon or Dewayne has needs we will com-
municate those needs individually.

We need, and would be greatly encouraged
by, those who would choose to make a one
or two year commitment to support
Gordon or Dewayne on a monthly or quar-
terly basis. If you would like to give a finan-
cial gift to help meet those needs, please
include a note indicating how you would
like the money to be designated (either
towards Gordon’s monthly amount or to-
wards Dewayne’s monthly amount), and
with what regularity you would like to give
(monthly, quarterly, annually or one-time).
Oftentimes in the past, the lack of regular
monthly support has been supplemented by
surprise one-time gifts. We are grateful for
however anyone gives to support the minis-
try. Their current needs are noted below:

Gordon

Monthly Goal = $3,100
Committed monthly support = $2,155

Dewayne

Monthly Goal = $2,100
Committed Monthly Support = $450
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Daymark Pastoral Counseling is a non-profit organization designed to make Gospel-centered pastoral counseling and teaching resources
accessible to churches, couples, families and individuals. Gifts or financial contributions made to Daymark are tax deductible.

www.daymarkcounseling.com




