
P A T I E N C E . It is a ch a ra c ter quality th e

s c ri pt u res indicate we should have (Galatians 5:22,

Ephesians 4:22, Col 1:11) and yet it often seems in

s h o rt supply. Have you ever wo n d e red why this is tru e ?

C o m m o n ly, we answer this qu e stion by concluding

that we are not re sting in the Lord. And that is a good

a n s we r. In Scotty Smith’s recent book Objects of His

A f f e c t i o n he says the most often re p e a ted qu e stion in

the scri pt u res is, “How long oh Lord?” He says God’s

m o st often re p e a ted answer is, “Do not be afra i d .” Our

patience is signifi c a n t ly imp a c ted when we re a l ly

b e l i eve God is for us no matter what we may be ex p e-

riencing in the present moment. Belief in His good-

ness impacts our ability to be patient.

H oweve r, only looking at patience from the per-

s p e c t i ve of how it will help us to relax will prevent us

f rom growing into it as much as possible. Often, we

fail to see the impact of our patience or imp a t i e n c e

on oth e rs. As we grow into being more patient it is a

g i ft to those we are in relationship with. Patience is

the ability to see unfo rmed ch a ra c ter in a pers o n

and the desire to help them fo rm it. Patience is an

a c t i ve wo rd. We offer it on behalf of someone and

n ot just so our life is more peaceful. In Lu ke 17: 1 - 10

Jesus is inst ructing his disciples on how to help oth-

e rs deal with sin. Essentially, he says, “The pre s e n c e

of sin is imp o rtant so that I want you to deal with it

in your midst. There fo re, don’t contri b u te to oth e rs

to falling into sin, talk with a friend if he is caught

in sin he doesn’t see, and if he is trying to ove rc o m e

it endure with him (fo rg i ve him seventy times seve n )

as a way to help him tri u mph over ev i l .” 

Our patience is part of helping those we love

become free from sin. Un fo rt u n a te ly, one thing th a t

tends to engender our impatience is the short c o m-

ings of those we love. That might be our fri e n d ’s te n-

dency to be late, or our spouse’s fre quent use of

humor to run away from pain, or our ch i l d ’s in abil-

ity to focus. Whatever the case, we fail to offe r

patience where those we love need it most .

What becomes imp o rtant as we grow more and

m o re impatient is to stop judging oth e rs “accord i n g

to the f lesh” (2 Cori n thians 5:16). Paul uses th a t

p h rase as he encoura ges the Cori n thian believe rs to

see the life of Chri st in each oth e r. In The Message

E u gene Pete rson tra n s l a tes that ve rse, “Now we look

inside, and what we see is that anyone united with

the Messiah gets a fresh sta rt, is cre a ted new. The

old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it!” If

you are able to see the wo rk of the spirit in the live s

of those you love you can be part of waiting active ly

for more of Chri st to be fo rmed in them. 

We have seen this with our middle daughte r

Abbie. She has tons of coura ge and passion. At fi rst

we we re ve ry afraid of it and wa n ted to manage or

kill it. Initially, I was calling a great deal of what

Abbie ex p ressed as rebellion or def iance. As we

p rayed for her, disciplined her and loved her we

b e gan to see two things. We saw our sin ñ our te n-

dency to be afraid and react with control and as we

s o rrowed over our sin we began to see that at times

Abbie was coura ge o u s ly exposing patte rns that we re

w rong in us and our fa m i ly. As a young child try i n g

to communicate with two bigger people she was not

doing that perfe c t ly.  But our patience to endure

w i th her provided bet ter soil for Abbie to grow into

her coura ge. Seve ral we e ks ago I wa t ched her

p a t i e n t ly stand up for her little sister after a little

b oy took Elise’s toy at our community pool. She

o ffe red her coura ge well on behalf of her sister with

a dete rmination that was clothed in te n d e rness. It

a roused gra tefulness in me that Lord has helped us

to be more patient with Abbie and He has used th a t

to shape her coura ge. Patience is not just for us. It is

a gift to oth e rs. As we are able to see the impact of

our patience (or lack of it) on oth e rs it helps us to

grow into more of it. 
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Home is Always the Place you Just Left:
A Memoir of Restless Longing and Persistent Grace by Betty Smartt Carter

B O O K TALK 

IN BETTY’S WO R D S, her newest book is “ G o d ’s story of

His grace towa rds her.” Her wo rd s, as she descr i b e s

h ow the Gospel has grabbed her through diffe re n t

p e riods in her life , a re enjoyable and encoura g i n g .

The book is a wonderful mixture of tru t h , i ro ny, p a ra-

d ox , l a u g h t e r, theology and hope. Betty has a unique

ability to we a ve the stories of her life into vignettes

that help you to see God at wo rk in her life and to

remember how God has wo rked in yo u rs. E ve n

though you will find yo u rself learning and questioning

as you read the book it will not feel like wo rk because

B e t t y ’s storytelling helps to carry you along and enjoy

the pro c e s s. If you are looking for an enjoyable re a d

that will stimulate good growth consider grabbing a

c o py of Home is A l ways the Place You Just Left.
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